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Objectives

(1) Attendees will connect the 
WHAT, WHY, and HOW of 
Effective Classroom Practices: 
Opportunities to Respond with 
Accountable Talk

(2) Attendees will review 
structures for Accountable Talk

(3) Attendees will examine 
tasks that solicit students to 
engage in Accountable Talk 
opportunities



Accountable Talk



Overview of Accountable Talk

(1) Logistics - How to establish the 
structure

● Consider what the exemplar looks 
like

● What are the expectations of 
students? (norms)

● How are these expectations taught 
and reinforced?

● What do these expectations look 
like and sound like?

(2) Task - Deciding what questions to 
ask

● Consider the topic/content you are 
using 

● Choosing or creating tasks that 
solicit opportunities for students to 
engage in Accountable Talk



Discourse in 
Action

While watching the video, consider the following 
questions; be prepared to discuss with your table 
team:

● What is effective about Mr. Snider’s set up of 
the discussion?

● How might this set-up lead to a successful 
discussion?

https://vimeo.com/239133370


Preparing Students for Academic Discourse

Reflection Question What you will say to students

What supplies will students need during 
the work time to be successful?

How will students interact with one 
another (model discussion)?

What is the time stamp for the work time? 
How will you chunk this time?

What is the deliverable from partnerships 
and how will you have students share out?



Accountable Talk in YOUR Space - Expectations

Use your note catcher to complete the following:

● [5 min] - Respond in writing to the following questions:
○ What are the expectations of students? (norms)
○ How are these expectations taught and reinforced?
○ What do these expectations look like and sound like?

● [1 min per person] - Share your thinking/response to your questions
○ Participants record ideas in note catcher



Before the Talk - “Worthy Discourse”

Prior to engaging in the discourse, 
consider what would be a question/task 
“worthy” of discourse:

● Major ideas of the content aligned 
to the standard/objective

● Topics that require students to 
provide evidence of their thinking

● Questions that require students to 
elaborate (think DOK 3 or 4)



Accountable Talk Stems



Worthy or Not?
Review the task to 
the left. Then, 
reflect on the 
questions below:

● Is this a 
question/task 
that is worthy 
of accountable 
talk? 

● Provide 
evidence that 
supports your 
answer.

● How could you 
modify to make 
it worthy? 



Review the task to the left. Then, reflect on the 
questions below:
● Is this a question/task that is worthy of accountable 

talk? 
● Provide evidence that supports your answer.
● How could you modify to make it worthy? 
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Worthy or Not?
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As you read 
through the 
prompts on 
the left, 
consider when 
you would use 
them in your 
classroom



When to Use Accountable Talk

● After reading a news story and gauging reactions

● Introducing a new topic that builds on prior knowledge

● During group read-alongs

● When debating a topic

● When summarizing knowledge on a previously studied topic

● Amongst small groups 



Accountable Talk - Guided Practice

In recent news, the debate around colleges warning students 
about disturbing topics. Experts have weighed in on the topic and shared that such 
“trigger warnings” enhance learning. Others have said that trigger warnings hinder 
the free flow of ideas commonly found in higher education.

What do you think? 

- Read the article provided and prepare your stance by ensuring your opinion is 
grounded in evidence from the text. Use the accountable stems when talking 
amongst others.

https://newsela.com/read/trigger-procon/id/4527/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5NBVox7hBI


Article Activity - Whole Group Debrief

How did that go for your group?

What are some things that you (as a student) did, and would expect students to do?

What was something I (as the teacher) did to explicit prepare the accountability of 
learners during this time?

What are the strengths and areas for growth around this activity?

*Be prepared to put this reflection into action*



Planning the Use of Accountable Talk

When planning, implement the following pieces:

● Standard/objective
● Intended engagement activity
● Accountable talk strategy
● Whole group debrief



THANK YOU!

Want to connect further? 
Please email us at 
mzirkel@kcpublicschools.org 

mailto:mzirkel@kcpublicschools.org




Student Engagement 
Strategies




