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APPENDIX A: Example Parent/Guardian Notification/Opt-out Forms

These sample forms can be used to notify parents/guardians of an upcoming School Climate Survey administration and provide the opportunity to opt out if desired. It is important to check with your district or state administrators about required or preferred language.

Example Parental Notification/Opt-out Form – School Climate Survey: Elementary
The School Climate Survey: Elementary is an anonymous survey used to identify school climate issues within our school. The survey for elementary school students includes 11 questions and should take no more than 10–15 minutes to complete. The survey is anonymous, but parents/guardians should be given the option to opt out if desired. 

The data collected from the survey will be used to identify student perceptions of school climate issues within our school. School staff use the results to inform our efforts at improving our school climate. Responses are housed securely and in an anonymous format with the University of Oregon Technical Assistance Center projects for evaluation research purposes. All evaluation research projects are in compliance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act, (343 CFR 99.31 (6)) and human subjects regulations (Protection of Human Subjects 45 CFR 46).

Our desire is to involve parents in their children’s education. If you do not wish for your child to participate in this important activity, please sign and return this form to the school by _____________. If you would like to examine the survey, please come by the school between _____________ and _____________, and we will be happy to provide you with a copy for your review. 



If you do not with your child to participate in this survey,
Please sign this form and return it to school by _____________.

I would prefer that my child NOT participate in the School Climate Survey: Elementary.

School Name__________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Name______________________________________________ Student Grade______________

Parent Signature____________________________________________ Date______________________

Thank you for your participation.


Example Parental Notification/Opt-out Form – School Climate Survey: Middle/High

The School Climate Survey: Middle/High is an anonymous survey used to identify school climate issues within our school. The survey for middle and high school students includes 9 questions and should take no more than 10 minutes to complete. The survey is anonymous, but parents/guardians should be given the option to opt out if desired.

The data collected from the survey will be used to identify student perceptions of school climate issues within our school. School staff use the results to inform our efforts at improving our school climate. Responses are housed securely and in an anonymous format with the University of Oregon Technical Assistance Center projects for evaluation research purposes. All evaluation research projects are in compliance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act, (343 CFR 99.31 (6)) and human subjects regulations (Protection of Human Subjects 45 CFR 46).

Our desire is to involve parents in their children’s education. If you do not wish for your child to participate in this important activity, please sign and return this form to the school by _____________. If you would like to examine the survey, please come by the school between _____________ and _____________, and we will be happy to provide you with a copy for your review.



Do not return this form if your child CAN participate in this survey.
If you do not with your child to participate in this survey,
Please sign this form and return it to school by _____________.

I would prefer that my child NOT participate in the School Climate Survey: Middle/High.

School Name__________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Name______________________________________________ Student Grade______________

Parent Signature____________________________________________ Date______________________

Thank you for your participation.


APPENDIX B: Example Survey Administration Scripts
Use these scripts as examples for how to introduce the survey to students immediately before they complete it.

Introducing the Elementary Survey
We want to know what you think about your school. There are no right or wrong answers—this is not a test! We just want to know how you feel. Your answers give us important information to help your school become even better. 

Your answers are anonymous, which means your teachers or family will not see your answers. No one will ever see how you filled out your own survey.

Please read each item carefully and mark one choice for each item. Please answer all of the questions, or your answers won’t count, but you can mark “I prefer not to answer” if you don’t want to answer a question about you. If you need help reading a question, you may ask the person giving the survey or your teacher.
This survey should take you about 10-15 minutes.

Thank you for taking this survey!

Introducing the Middle/High School Survey
We have asked you here to complete this survey in order to help all members of the school (students, parents, and school personnel) understand how you feel about your school.

There are no right or wrong answers—this is not a test! We just want to know how you feel. Your responses will provide us with important information to help your school become even better.

All of your responses are completely anonymous; your teachers and family will not see your answers. No one will ever see how you filled out your own survey.

As you respond to each item, focus on your thoughts and feelings based on your own personal experiences as a student. Please answer all of the questions or your answers won’t be recorded, but you can mark “I prefer not to answer” if you don’t want to answer a question about you. If you need help reading a question, you may ask the person giving the survey or your teacher.

This survey should take you approximately 10 minutes.

Thank you for taking this survey!


School Climate Survey: Elementary

Please answer all of the questions or your answers won’t be recorded, but you can mark “I prefer not to answer” if you don’t want to answer a question about you.

Demographics
What is your gender or gender identity?   ☐ Female   ☐ Male   ☐ Other   ☐ I prefer not to answer

What is your ethnicity?   ☐ Hispanic or Latino/a   ☐ Not Hispanic or Latino/a   ☐ I prefer not to answer

What is your race? (mark all that apply)
☐ American Indian or Alaskan Native   ☐ Asian   ☐ Black or African American
☐ Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander   ☐ White   ☐ I prefer not to answer

Beyond that, is there another ethnic group with which you identify?
☐ Ethnic Group:____________________________   ☐ I prefer not to answer.

What grade are you in?   ☐ 3   ☐ 4   ☐ 5   ☐ 6

Survey Questions
1. I like school. 
☐ Never   ☐ Sometimes   ☐ Often   ☐ Always

2. I feel like I do well in school. 
☐ Never   ☐ Sometimes   ☐ Often   ☐ Always

3. My school wants me to do well. 
☐ Never   ☐ Sometimes   ☐ Often   ☐ Always

4. My school has clear rules for behavior. 
☐ Never   ☐ Sometimes   ☐ Often   ☐ Always

5. Teachers treat me with respect. 
☐ Never   ☐ Sometimes   ☐ Often   ☐ Always

6. Good behavior is noticed at my school. 
☐ Never   ☐ Sometimes   ☐ Often   ☐ Always

7. I get along with other students. 
☐ Never   ☐ Sometimes   ☐ Often   ☐ Always

8. I feel safe at school. 
☐ Never   ☐ Sometimes   ☐ Often   ☐ Always

9. Students treat each other well. 
☐ Never   ☐ Sometimes   ☐ Often   ☐ Always

10. There is an adult at my school who will help me if I need it. 
☐ Never   ☐ Sometimes   ☐ Often   ☐ Always

11. Students in my class behave so that teachers can teach. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]☐ Never   ☐ Sometimes   ☐ Often   ☐ Always

School Climate Survey: Middle/High

Please answer all of the questions or your answers won’t be recorded, but you can mark “I prefer not to answer” if you don’t want to answer a question about you.

	Demographics
What is your gender or gender identity?
☐ Female   ☐ Male   ☐ Transgender
☐ I prefer not to answer

Which of the following best describes you?
☐ Heterosexual (straight) 
☐ Gay or Lesbian 
☐ Bisexual ☐ I prefer not to answer

What is your ethnicity?
☐ Hispanic or Latino/a 
☐ Not Hispanic or Latino/a
☐ I prefer not to answer
	
What is your race? (mark all that apply)
☐ American Indian or Alaskan Native
☐ Asian
☐ Black or African American
☐ Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander
☐ White
☐ I prefer not to answer
Beyond that, is there another ethnic group with which you identify?
☐ Ethnic Group:
☐ I prefer not to answer.
What grade are you in?
☐ 6   ☐ 7   ☐ 8   ☐ 9   ☐ 10   ☐ 11   ☐ 12 
☐ I prefer not to answer.



Survey Questions 
1. I like school. 
☐ Strongly Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Agree    ☐ Strongly Agree

2. I feel successful at school. 
☐ Strongly Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Agree    ☐ Strongly Agree

3. I feel my school has high standards for achievement. 
☐ Strongly Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Agree    ☐ Strongly Agree

4. My school sets clear rules for behavior. 
☐ Strongly Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Agree    ☐ Strongly Agree

5. Teachers treat me with respect. 
☐ Strongly Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Agree    ☐ Strongly Agree

6. The behaviors in my class allow the teachers to teach. 
☐ Strongly Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Agree    ☐ Strongly Agree

7. Students are frequently recognized for good behavior. 
☐ Strongly Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Agree    ☐ Strongly Agree

8. School is a place at which I feel safe. 
☐ Strongly Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Agree    ☐ Strongly Agree

9. I know an adult at school that I can talk with if I need help. 
☐ Strongly Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Disagree    ☐ Somewhat Agree    ☐ Strongly Agree
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