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For this activity, you are asked to write a poem according to a structure of categories. The title of the poem is “I Am From…” Each line that follows may begin with this same phrase, “I am from…,” but that is not required. Your poem should include lines addressing the following categories:

I am from…(specific places: as in rooms, buildings, cities, neighborhoods, states, etc.).

I am from…(specific people: as in family, friends, relatives, ancestors).

I am from…(specific foods you have grown up with: those you like, those you dislike).

I am from…(specific favorite games, toys, TV shows, sports that you liked to do as a child).

I am from…(specific family sayings, familiar phrases, things your elders say to you).

I am from…specific things found in your neighborhood, and/or your house growing up).

I am from…(specific family traditions and celebrations).

You may rearrange the lines and freely change categories. Your poem should be based on real life experiences. 

Activity adapted from Christensen, Linda. 2000. Reading, writing, and rising up: Teaching about social justice and the power of the written word. Milwaukee: Rethinking Schools.
