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For every 100 elementary students in Missouri, 1.6 White students are suspended; 
2.1 Latino students are suspended; 5.4 Students with disabilities are suspended; and 
7.6 African American students are suspended
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For high school students, the overall proportions are roughly the same but the 
ikelihood that a student will be suspended increases by nearly 6 times!
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This graph shows the likelihood that a student of color or with a disability will be 
suspended compared to a typical white student. For every 1 white student who is 
suspended, 1 1/3 Latino studentsare suspended; nearly 4 students with disabilities 
are suspended, and nearly 5 African American Students are suspended
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The proportions are roughly the same for secondary students, although the likelihood 
that a student will be suspended increases by nearly 6 times at the secondary level
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The numbers appear much better for those Missouri schools using SWIS, although 
there is still disproportionality

22



23



24



25



26



27



28



National Center recommends using multiple metrics to determine disproportionality. 
These include the Risk Index, the Risk Ratio, and Compositional Effects
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There are three disadvantages of using just the risk index: 1) there is no comparison; 
different outcomes will have different magnitudes. For example, we would expect a 
lower risk index for suspension than for receiving an ODR or being tardy. 2) the risk 
ratio accounts for the risk of any given student receiving an outcome,  but does not 
account for the total number of such outcomes given; 3) the risk index is considered 
to be unstable. This  is because it will only increase throughout a given school year. 
So, while it may be good to compare the risk ratio for a given group and a given 
outcome from one year to the next, it is less useful as a metric for tracking risk at any 
given point during the school year.
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The comparison group can be any group or all students. However, when comparing 
race and ethnicity, it is common to compare minority subgroups to white students.
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In other words, the outcomes for both groups may not be great
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Like the risk index, composition is sensitive to outliers. 1 student with a large number 
of ODRs can bias composition. 

Also, like risk index, there is no real comparison; 
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