
Meaningful 
Recognition at the 
Secondary Level



Introduction

Presenters
Tommy Powell – High School Math (Pre-

Algebra, Algebra 1, Algebra 2, Geometry) 
and Personal Finance

Vance Downing – MO Options



Expectations

Be an Active Listener
Be an Active Participant
Be Respectful and Responsible with 

Electronic Devices



Outcomes

Understand that PBIS works at all education 
levels with minor tweaks

Develop strategies for building Community 
in the classroom

Develop strategies to make recognition 
meaningful at the secondary level



Outcomes

Relevance – Put PBIS into terms that 
teenagers understand and can relate

Value – Recognize students in ways that are 
valid and meaningful to them

Community – Build a rapport with students 
that makes interactions more meaningful



Building Community

Creates a sense of belonging
Icebreakers
Individual or Group Sharing



Building Community

Circle maps
Graphic Organizer
Allows students to share information about 

themselves
Can be used as a note taking, 

brainstorming, or discussion tool











Building Community

3 Things
Icebreaker 
Discussion / Conversation starter
Allows conversations to take place in a 

controlled environment



Building Community

What If Questions
Icebreaker
Allows students to be creative and laugh 

together
Can be used to consider alternatives in 

other content areas



Recognition

Tangible and Visible Recognition
Star Student
Credit Tracker / Unit Tracker
Merits



Recognition

Tangible and Visible Recognition
Posting of Work
Class Goals
Passes and PBS Tickets























Contact Information

Tommy Powell
thomaspowell@moberlyspartans.org

Vance Downing
vancedowning@moberlyspartans.org
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