
Using Social Media to 
Communicate, Collaborate, 

and Empower



Session Objectives:
-Attendees will be able to use various forms of social 
media to tell your school’s story.

-Attendees will be able to develop a Professional Learning 
Network (PLN) to connect with other great educators 
around the world.

-Attendees will be able to use Twitter to receive 
personalized professional development.



Where do we want to be?
- What social media tools do you want to know more 

about?

- What ideas are you hoping to leave here today?

Social Media Matrix

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eyjYXnl5vierp0aVQNAnpMrujwMDkI2Xd3BDQdm-X5k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eyjYXnl5vierp0aVQNAnpMrujwMDkI2Xd3BDQdm-X5k/edit?usp=sharing


Southport Middle School

- Student SUCCESS is a TEAM 
Effort!

- Kindness is OUR Strength!



Student Demographics

Enrollment: 1,151 (7th/8th)

Free/Reduced Lunch: 66%
(Free Breakfast for All Students)

White: 50%
Hispanic: 20%
Asian: 19%
Multiracial: 6%
Black: 5%





FMS Student Demographics
• Enrollment: 523 (6-8)
• Free/Reduced Lunch:  50.6%
• 2 Administrators
• 38 Teachers, 7 Support Staff

• White: 83.7%
• Black: 7.5%
• Latino: 3.3%
• Asian: 0.7%
• Multiracial: 4.7%





Using Social Media to tell YOUR Story



Informing the Community



Our Website



Facebook





Twitter

@mbush36



Twitter- @MrStevenKerr



Twitter @SouthportMiddle



Twitter @FMS_Hornets 



Twitter Chat #PerryChat



#smscards



#fmsteach



Recognizing Staff



Recognizing Staff at FMS



Instagram



Snapchat

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9D6XhMxlp3qMmRXTkhRTVh4N1k/preview


Blogging - Professional Use



Blogging - Stories of Learning

http://websites.msdpt.k12.in.us/180days/
http://websites.msdpt.k12.in.us/180days/


Blogging - Student Development



Google +



Grateful Friday Challenges / PLN’s



For the next 10 minutes….

Play around with social media of your choice….



“There are people in this room, no matter how 
compelling of evidence or ideas that I have shared, or 
the experiences that I have tried to create will do 

nothing different tomorrow. Will you be that person? 
- George Couros (@gcouros)

http://georgecouros.ca/blog/

https://twitter.com/gcouros
http://georgecouros.ca/blog/


With whom are you trying to increase connection? WHY?

• What communication piece is most needed for your school 
community?

• What can you start, continue, or emphasize more that will be the 
most visible for your audience? What makes you say that?

• Why is this social media tool best tool for your intended audience?
• How often do you believe you will have to post in order to be 

effective?



1. Identify your Goal

GOAL

Increase communication with staff members to improve school 
culture -- share all the great things happening in our building to 
inspire others and cultivate a sense of community.



 2. List all Barriers (Brainstorm what might stop me from reaching my goal.)

Barriers

1. Too many social media sites 7. Openness to a new way

2. Control the info flow 8. Vulnerability

3. TIME 9. Format for all users

4. Balancing Recognition 10. Goes against school policy

5. Staff are novice users 11. Phone policy

6. Overkill with communication 12. 



 3. Identify Major Barriers (reduce your list to 2 or 3 of the 
most important)

1. Too many social media sites

2. No tech staff users never see social media

3. Reluctant Staff



 4. Solutions/Strategies/Interventions 
(to address your barriers)

• Find a way to compile everything into one format
• Share personal learning/growth through weekly 

blogging
• Daily walk-throughs focused on positive stories -- 

validate teacher effectiveness
• Leaders need to model positive use of social media 

in a school setting



Who will be responsible?
 (to implement solutions/strategies/interventions)





Exit Ticket

https://docs.google.com/a/perryschools.org/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeAJeQzXoTIe_TheDYHWglCl4pFRcm_4PvTS6W6X5EDbfijww/viewform
https://docs.google.com/a/perryschools.org/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeAJeQzXoTIe_TheDYHWglCl4pFRcm_4PvTS6W6X5EDbfijww/viewform
https://docs.google.com/a/perryschools.org/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeAJeQzXoTIe_TheDYHWglCl4pFRcm_4PvTS6W6X5EDbfijww/viewform


OWN the Day! Live the Dream! Never Quit!

Matt Bush Steven Kerr
Student Advisor Middle School Principal
Southport Middle School Palmyra Middle School
mbush@perryschools.org skerr@culver.edu

  317-789-4615 573-746-1001
Twitter: @mbush36 @MrStevenKerr
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