
Partnerships With 
Parents

In an Early Childhood Setting



What is your definition of Family Involvement?

• What are your goals for involving families in 
your Program?



While 90% of teachers felt family involvement in 
education was necessary, only 32% of teachers felt 

it was their responsibility to involve families.
Connors and Epstein (1994)
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Presentation Notes
-Parents aren’t confident in their ability to help their children with the work
-Adolescents aren’t as happy to have their parents overtly involved at school
-Secondary schools are more compartmentalized and no single teacher is primarily responsible 
-Larger attendance areas create transportation problems for parents
-Secondary teachers have many more students and families to involve than do elementary teachers




Research has shown that educators, families, 
and community partners all have different 
ideas of what role parents should play in 

their child’s education.
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Presentation Notes
Is there a disconnect in your school/community?  How can you find out if everyone is on the same page? Once schools clearly define what “engagement” should look like in their building, the next logical step is to determine what parents need to know or access to “engage”. Schools must assess parents’ needs and provide strategies that will sharpen parents’ basic skills, establish two-way communication system, create a spectrum of volunteering opportunities, teach families how to support students’ academic progress, include parents in decision-making process, and tap into the resources available in the community.



Current Reality
• What do you currently have in place?
• How does this relate to your goals?



Challenges

• What challenges do you face when trying to 
involve families?



Understanding of families’ unique needs; 
access to targeted resources and 
supports; relationship established 

Information provided in native 
language; translator; personal 

contact

Basic information about how to effectively 
engage in child’s education provided 

through traditional communication system

Tiered 
Supports for 

Families
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Presentation Notes
Think of your Family Engagement program in terms of the triangle… once implemented with fidelity, your program (communicating through newsletters, open houses, resource lists and parent conferences) will probably reach 80% of your families.  You will get some type of involvement from that 80%.  You may have to put some additional supports in place to draw in about 15% of your families (interpreters, personal contact by a school staff member with whom there is mutual trust and respect, offer child-care and refreshments at school functions, building a positive relationship).  Then a small percentage of your families might need some intensive, above and beyond kind of support and encouragement to overcome whatever barriers  might be keeping them from becoming involved, such as their own failed school experiences, an ineffective relationship with their child, or personal challenges. Schools must use an approach that requires an understanding of families’ unique needs, fluency with specialized interaction and relationship-building skills, and knowledge and access to targeted resources and supports.  These families may not feel they have the power or capacity to effect change for their children and see disconnecting from the school as the only viable option.  Must understand where your families are on the continuum and be able to match strategies to each family.




Where to start…?
…Epstein’s six types

1. Parenting
2. Communicating
3. Volunteering
4. Learning at Home
5. Decision Making
6. Collaborating with the Community

“School, Family, and Community Partnerships”  Joyce L. Epstein and 
Associates
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Presentation Notes
A framework of 6 major types of involvement is based on the results of many studies.  The framework helps educators develop more comprehensive programs of school and family partnerships.
Each type of involvement includes many different practices of partnership. 
Each type presents particular challenges that must be met to involve all families.
Each type is likely to lead to different results for students, parents, teaching practices, and school climates.
Thus, schools must select which practices will help achieve the goals they set for student success and for creating a climate of partnerships.



CSEFEL Resources
• Positive Solutions 

for Families 
Workbook

• Family Routine 
Based Support 
Guide



CSEFEL Resources

Family Routine Based Support Guide



CSEFEL Resources
Positive Solutions for Families Workbook



TACSEI Resources



Zero To Three Resources



Questionnaires:
• Getting to Know Each Child 

Discussion Questions
• Family Questionnaire
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• All families have strengths.
• Establish a relationship with all parents, not just the “easy” ones.
• All parents have the need to belong and feel ownership in their 

child’s school.
• Never give up on a child or family.
• Remember that parents are the expert on their children.

Things to Remember….
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Most parents do care about their children’s education, not just the “normal” 2 parent middle class family.
Sometimes what is perceived as an uncaring attitude is a barrier in communication or fear of the unknown.
Educators solve problems with parents, not for parents.



• Parents should be treated as collaborators in the educational 
process.

• Levels of parent participation vary and are influenced by a 
complex variety of factors.

• Be sensitive to families’ differences.  Accommodate parents by 
beginning where they are, not where you think they should or 
could be.

• Promote the child’s school                                                                     
success, don’t try to                                                                                         
“fix the family.”
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Presentation Notes
How and how much parents become engaged in their child’s learning is dependent on the kinds of skills and knowledge they possess, the demands on their time and energy and specific requests for involvement from children and the school.
Believe that parents are doing their best. Don’t jump to negative conclusions.




Contact Information
Susanna Hill; SW-PBS Coach

(HillSJ@Missouri.edu)
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