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Why Twitter and Why Now?
“Social media is the information currency of the modern age.”

Art Hains





Why you might not be using Twitter...

...I am a technophobic educator.
“One day I’ll learn how to use social media.”

...I am too cautious of an educator.
“I’ve seen technology trends come and go.”

...I am the lone ranger.
“If I am going to be the only one in my school to use it, what’s the 

point.”



What You Need to Know About Twitter

1.How Twitter works
2.Twitter lingo
3.Twitter features
4.Social engagement with Twitter
5.Best practices for using Twitter
6.Getting started with Twitter



How Twitter Works

• Twitter is a microblogging INSTANT messaging service for the masses
• Anytime, anywhere, for any reason
• Powerful messages are limited to 140 characters
• You can post to Twitter and have it automatically post to Facebook
• Posting is simple--I prefer the mobile app
• When a username is preceded by the @ symbol it becomes a link
• Moving from one-to-one exchange to a public interchange
• #keywords also become links  (does your school have a hashtag?)
• Retweeting is a standard practice that gives credit to the original author



Twitter Features

• Following and Followers
• Direct Messages (an email program built into Twitter)
• Twitter search for people, keywords, subjects, and places
• Trending topics---the ten topics being mentioned most on Twitter
• Latest news 



Ongoing Social Engagement with Twitter
• Easily increase awareness of school activities, events, and learning
• Receive direct feedback from school and community members
• Encourage collaboration by asking questions and starting 

conversations
• Help others advocate for your school



Best Practices for Using Twitter

• Engaging mentors and followers
• 140-character professional development

---search keywords
---follow experts

• Networking
• Solving Problems



So, why should I use Twitter?

• To build community
• To engage people and connect with them
• To communicate important information
• To provide value
• To preserve a historical record
• To maintain a school portfolio
• To promote your school like never before
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