
Helping Students and Staff Succeed in the School Environment

Schoolwide Positive Behavior Support 
is a proactive systems approach to put 
behavioral and social strategies in place 
for all children while building in support for 
those at risk.

Schoolwide Positive Behavior 
Support (SW-PBS)

Schools, pre-kindergarten through high 
school, that implement and consistently use 
SW-PBS:

improve school climate••
improve student achievement••
reduce suspension and referral rates••
increase attendance.••

Benefits of SW-PBS

Focus of SW-PBS
SW-PBS focuses on establishing school 
environments that support the long-term 
success of effective practices.

Three-tiered system of support
CONTINUUM OF SCHOOLWIDE INSTRUCTIONAL and POSITIVE BEHAVIOR SUPPORT

Tier 1: Universal/primary prevention strategies are implemented schoolwide and 
classroomwide.

Tier 2: After the universal/primary strategies are in place, some students might 
need more intensive efforts (specialized group systems).

Tier 3: After universal/primary and secondary strategies have been 
utilized, there might be a small percentage of students who require specific, 
individualized behavioral interventions.

Administrator support, participation and 1.	
leadership
Common purpose and approach to 2.	
discipline
Clear set of positive expectations and 3.	
behaviors
Procedures for teaching expected 4.	
behavior
Continuum of procedures for 5.	
encouraging expected behavior
Continuum of procedures for 6.	
discouraging inappropriate behavior
Procedures for ongoing monitoring7.	

Components of SW-PBS

TIER 2: Specialized 
Group Systems for 
Students with At-Risk 
Behavior

TIER 3: Specialized 
Individualized Systems  

for Students with  
High-Risk Behavior

TIER 1:  
Schoolwide/

Classroomwide 
Systems for All 
Students, Staff 
 and Settings
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For more information, contact:

Region 1: Southeast RPDC
Southeast Missouri State University 
Phone: (800) 401-6680 or (573) 651-5161 
Web: http://www4.semo.edu/rpdc

Region 2: Heart of Missouri RPDC
University of Missouri 
Phone: (573) 882-6924 
Web: http://www.heartofmissourirpdc.org

Region 3: Kansas City RPDC
University of Missouri-Kansas City 
Phone: (816) 235-5652 
Web: http://education.umkc.edu/kcrpdc

Region 4: Northeast RPDC
Truman State University 
Phone: (888) 878-7732 or (660) 785-4220 
Web: http://rpdc.truman.edu

Region 5: Northwest RPDC
Northwest Missouri State University 
Phone: (800) 663-3348 or (660) 562-1995 
Web: http://www.nwmissouri.edu/rpdc

Region 6: South Central RPDC
Missouri University of Science and Technology 
Phone: (800) 667-0665 or (573) 341-6473 
Web: http://rpdc.mst.edu

Region 7: Southwest RPDC
Missouri State University 
Phone: (800) 735-3702 or (417) 829-5053 
Web: http://education.missouristate.edu/rpdc

Region 8: St. Louis RPDC
Cooperating School Districts 
Phone: (800) 835-8282 or (314) 872-8282 
Web: http://csd.org/vnews/display.v/ART/44f6f31ddeba4

Region 9: Central RPDC
University of Central Missouri 
Phone: (800) 762-4146 or (660) 543-8240 
Web: http://www.ucmo.edu/rpdc

Region 10: Southern RPDC
Missouri Southern State University 
Phone: (417) 673-2730 
Web: http://www.mssu.edu/srpdc/

Region 11: Western RPDC
Missouri Western State University 
Phone: (816) 271-4194 
Web: http://www.missouriwestern.edu/rpdc/

To learn how your school can get started, contact your Local RPDC:

Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
Effective Practices Section 

205 Jefferson St. •  P.O. Box 480 
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480 

Phone: (573) 751-0187 • E-mail: webreplyspeep@dese.mo.gov

OSEP National Technical Assistance Center on 
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports

Web site: http://pbis.org

MU Center for SW-PBS
Web site: http://pbismissouri.org


